Answers from Sheilagh MCLEAN Green Party of Ontario Candidate Ottawa-Vanier May 31, 2018

1. Stage 2 LRT Provincial Funding Commitment
The City of Ottawa, in partnership with the Province of Ontario and the Government of
Canada, is currently procuring Stage2 of Light Rapid Transit, scheduled to begin construction
in 2019. Stage 2 will bring LRT farther East, West and South. It will reduce commuting times
for Ottawa residents and families, contribute to a long-term reduction in GHGs and support the
City’s economic diversification. Stage 2 procurement also includes the extension of the Trillium
Line from South Keys to the Riverside South Town Center.
1.a

Does your party support the Province of Ontario honouring its $1.2 Billion
funding commitment to the City of Ottawa for the full build-out of Stage2?

Yes __X__ No ____ Other_________________

2.b

Does your party support the Province of Ontario honouring its $50 million
funding commitment to the City of Ottawa for the extension of the Trillium Line
from Bowesville to Riverside South Town Center.

Yes __

X __

No ____ Other_________________

Additional Comments:
We urgently need new public transit infrastructure and services. Green MPPs will increase
funding for public transit infrastructure by $1 to $1.5 billion per year over projections in the
2018 budget and will fund 50% of the operating costs of municipal transit systems. We would
provide permanent operational funding support for municipal transit services in order to reduce
fare increases for users.
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2. Province of Ontario Commitment to increase City’s share of gas tax
In 2017, the Province of Ontario announced an increase in the Provincial share of gas tax to
be shared with Ontario Cities. For every litre of gasoline sold, Ontario currently provides two
cents to municipalities to help fund local public transit improvements. Beginning in 2019,
Ontario will gradually increase the municipal share of gas tax funds up to a total of four cents
per litre in 2021-22, as follows:
• 2.5 cents per litre in 2019-20
• 3.0 cents per litre in 2020-21
• 4.0 cents per litre in 2021-22
In 2021, the City of Ottawa’s contribution is estimated to increase to $73 million from $36.5
million in 2018, an average funding increase of approx. $12.2 million annually, over three
years. The planned increase will allow the City to continue to invest in and fund much needed
public transit needs.
Does your party support honouring the Province of Ontario’s commitment to increasing
the municipal share of Provincial gas tax revenue, as outlined above?

Yes __

X __

No ____ Other_________________

Additional Comments:
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3. Affordable Housing Funding Commitment
On April 30th, 2018, the Government of Canada and the Province of Ontario announced they
have reached a bilateral agreement under the National Housing Strategy. The 10-year
agreement will invest more than $4.2 billion to protect, renew and expand social and
community housing, and support Ontario's priorities related to housing repair, construction, and
affordability. The governments of Canada and Ontario will also work together on the design
and implementation of a new Canada Housing Benefit in Ontario. This new bilateral agreement
will support long-term and predictable funding starting April 1, 2019.
Does your party support honouring the Province of Ontario’s commitment to the
National Housing Strategy with a commitment to the successor program to the
Investing in Affordable Housing Ontario Program?
Yes __

X __

No ____ Other_________________

Does your party also support the continuation of the following two provincial programs
recently announced:
(1) The Development Charges Rebate Program, where $18.5M was committed over a 5
year period to support the development of new purpose-built rental housing in the
private and not for profit sectors; and,
Yes _

X ___

No ____ Other_________________

(2) The provincial Home for Good Program, where, Ottawa was allocated a total of
$11.3M in operating funding and $19M in capital funding for new supportive housing
for people struggling with physical and mental health challenges.
Yes __X_ No ____ Other__PLUS Additional funding _____ __________
Green MPPs will require new developments to have a minimum of 20% affordable homes.
We will push for innovative solutions such as “tiny houses”, laneway housing, co-housing and
secondary suites. And, we will invest in an additional $200 million over projected increases
in the 2018 budget in funding for shelters, social, co-op and supportive housing.
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4. Supporting Long-Term Care
The Province of Ontario committed $300 million over three years in new funding for long-term
care, starting with $50 million in 2018–19 to hire a registered nurse for every home, and setting
a goal of increasing the provincial average to four hours of daily care per resident by 2022.
Does your party support honouring the Province of Ontario’s commitment to fund more
direct, one-on-one patient care for long-term care residents?
Yes X__ No ____ Other

Additional Comments: We take a comprehensive view of health care by using smart
investments to improve our current system, which includes improving the care available to
seniors. We will increase the number of Nurse Practitioners in Long Term Care facilities, as
well as mental care and acute care facilities.
To advance long-term care and home care we will monitor and improve the quality of care in
long-term care homes and reduce wait times for elder care. We will also ensure staff of longterm care facilities have proper resources to appropriately address the needs of residents that
require complex care such as mental illness and addictions, acquired brain injury, and/or brain
disorders including dementia.
We would also provide support for people to live at home longer, by increasing funding for
home and community care, investing additional resources to improve the availability of
assisted living and transitional living for seniors. We would provide support for family
members who care for an infirm relative full time, and develop and fund research into smart
home technology to enable us to age in place and stay in our communities.
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5. Maintaining Uploading Agreements
The Province of Ontario began “uploading” approximately $1.5 billion in social service costs in
2008. This program has been implemented and saved the City of Ottawa approximately $25
million a year. I am sure you would agree that it makes more sense to fund provincially
mandated social services for the larger and more diverse provincial revenue base than from
the municipal property taxes.
Do you personally agree that the Province of Ontario should maintain the uploading program?
Yes _

X ___

No ____

Does your political party commit to maintaining the uploading program?
Yes ____ No ____
Additional Comments:
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6. Traditional Infrastructure
Residents understand that the last seven years have seen the Province focus more heavily on
transit infrastructure – which required a massive catch-up effort. Today, residents are asking
us to shift some of that focus to our other built infrastructure needs. What we are hearing – at
public meetings or in informal conversations - is the need to continue to do more about the
state of our roads, infrastructure, buildings and parks.
The infrastructure gap is a significant challenge for municipalities nation-wide. For every $1
billion dollar invested in new infrastructure, 10,000 person years of employment will be
generated in Ottawa, including 5,500 new jobs in the construction sector.
Will your party consult with Ontario municipalities on the need to establish a traditional
infrastructure program for roads, bridges, highways, pedestrian and cycling facilities?
Yes _

X ___

No ____ Other_________________

Additional Comments:
We will establish a dedicated long-term fund for municipal walking and cycling infrastructure,
investing $2.17 billion over 4 years on safe streets and roads.
We will establish a Complete Streets Act which would require streets across Ontario to be
planned, designed, operated and maintained to ensure safe, convenient and comfortable travel
and access for users of all ages and abilities, regardless of their mode of transportation. We
would require all new and resurfaced highways to have paved shoulders for safe cycling, and
establish commuter cycling networks across the province.

Please send your responses, either by mail, email or fax to my office by May 31, 2018:

Office of Mayor Jim Watson
110 Laurier Avenue
Ottawa, ON
K1P 1J1
ATTN: Livia.Belcea@ottawa.ca
Fax: 613-580-2509
Please write on the envelope or in the subject line in the email: Provincial Election Responses.
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